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Background

• M.A. Applied Linguistics and ESL (2013)

– Georgia State University 

• Research interests:

– Pedagogy and corpus linguistics 

– English for Specific Purposes

– Adult second language acquisition

– Syllabus and materials design  



Background

• 6 years of diverse experience teaching English 
– English as a Second Language

• Immigrants, refugees

– English as a Foreign Language
• Tsinghua University, Beijing
• Universitas Mataram, Indonesia

– English Language Fellow (ELF)

– English for Academic Purposes
• Five university IEP programs

– Teacher-Training
• Guangzhou University
• Indonesia
• U.S.A.



What I’ve Learned…

• Contact with many English-language 
learners

• Take-away: all learners have unique 
language needs

– Needs analysis is necessary

– Language teachers must be flexible

• English for Specific Purposes 

– Arguably all second language learning is for a 
“specific purpose”



Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 

• Daytona Beach, FL and Prescott, AZ

• Daytona Beach

– 5,806 undergraduate and graduate students

– 1,050 international students (18%)

• Top 5 majors

– Aeronautical Science

– Aerospace Engineering

– Aeronautics 

– Aviation Business Administration 

– Aviation Maintenance Science



Embry-Riddle Language Institute

• Intensive English Program (IEP)
• Academic success in a U.S. university
• Four full-time and three part-time teachers
• Currently 57 students 
• Curriculum: 

– Reading
– Writing
– Grammar
– Listening/Speaking
– Special Topics (Booster, American culture, 

TOEFL/IELTS prep, University prep)

• Currently no Aviation English course offered



ERLI Student Survey



81%

19%

Do you plan on studying at 
ERAU?

Yes

No



Aviation Business 
Administration 

14%

Aeronautical 
Science

38%
Aerospace 

Engineering
11%

Aviation 
Maintenance 

Science 
5%

Undecided 
Engineering

5%

Undecided 
5%

Homeland 
Security 

22%

What is your intended major?



From ERLI to ERAU

• A precursor to academic training in a 
variety of disciplines 

• Majority of students will complete a four-
year degree at ERAU 

– Others will likely attend university elsewhere

• Unique position to ensure success at 
ERAU specifically 

– What do students need to be successful?



TOEFL/IELTS Requirement 

• As of Fall 2016, students completing Level 
5 of the ERLI program can be admitted to 
ERAU sans TOEFL/IELTS

• Special Topics class slot is now free…

Reading Writing Grammar

Listening/Speaking Special Topics



A New Course

• Goals: 

– Reinforce outcomes of Level 4 and 5: speaking, 
listening, reading, writing

– Provide an introduction to aviation that will be 
sustained through degree programs

– Give entrance to aviation community 

– Take advantage of common student interest in 
aviation  intrinsic motivation 

• Traditional Aviation English will not work 
for such a mixed population of students



Pilots

Engineers

Maintenance
Aviation 
Business

Air-traffic 
Controllers Need English to 

Function in 
Aviation 

Community 



Who are the Students?

• Strong English skills (Level 4 or 5)

• Intrinsically motivated

– “EXTREMELY INTERESTED!!!!! 1000% 
INTERESTED”

– “Excellent, it is really important”

– “Yes, because I know some vocabulary but in 
Spanish.” 

• Observer flights; explore videos, books, 
articles, etc. about aviation; flight training 
in home country 



Who is the Instructor?

• Preparation through auditing courses at 
ERAU

– AS120: Principles of Aeronautical Science

– Future classes

• Observer flights 

• Need more training in aviation content 



When?

• Fall 2016

• Level 4 and 5 of the program

• Student’s choice 

• 16 weeks, meeting for ~4 hours/week



What’s in the Course?

• Content fosters familiarity with the subject 
area of aviation (broadly)
– Develop sensitivity to this specific register of 

language 

• Whole language proficiency 

– Speaking and Listening 
• Authentic subject-specific lectures

– Aviation 101, news reports

– Reading and Writing
• Articles, textbook chapters

• ERAU materials

• Pilot’s Handbook

• Credible online sources  



Task-Based Approach

• Pedagogic tasks help students to 
comprehend target tasks 

• Information 
Gaps

• Role Plays

• Summarizing

• Outlining

Pedagogic 
Tasks

• Reading 
authentic texts

• Listening to 
lectures

• Participating in 
academic 
discourse

Target 
Tasks



What’s in the Course?
• Outcomes from Level 4 and 5

– Listening and Speaking

• Note-taking techniques 

• Presentations

• Academic discussion 

– Reading

• Critical thinking skills: inferences, analysis

• Variety of text styles: articles, reports, short stories

• Identification of textual features: main idea, details

– Writing

• Variety of essay types: argumentative, cause and effect

• Brainstorm and outline essays

• Written responses to academic texts

• Paraphrasing and summarizing



What’s in the Course?

• More specific Speaking and Listening outcomes

– Focus on fluency

• Delivering clear, concise, and unambiguous 
messages 

• Efficient and quick 

• Natural speech production 

– Little hesitation, distracting starts and stops, fillers, etc. 

– Clarification requests

– Negotiation of meaning

– Listening under pressure

– Multitasking 



Why?

• Whole language proficiency: deal with 
unexpected situations

– Matches with ERAU’s goals of safety 

• Enhance academic performance in the 
classroom, as well as in the field 

– Provide students with language to learn 

• Provide entrance into the aviation 
community

• Reinforce ERLI Level 4 and 5 outcomes



Entrance to ERAU Community

• Airport tour

• Maintenance facility tour

• Guest lectures from ERAU professors

• Observer flight required

• Aviation Club 



HOW?

• English for Specific Purposes 

• Content-Based Instruction

– Use English as medium to learn content

– Meaningful objectives viewed as practical 
toward students’ long-term goals

– Sustained content

• All readings, lectures, etc. are aviation related

• English for Academic Purposes

– Language to learn 

– Fits ERLI’s curricular needs



Further Development

• Corpora collection and analysis 

– Textbooks, articles, etc. from ERAU classrooms

• Develop instructor knowledge of aviation

• Interview current Flight Instructors to 
identify specific gaps in international 
students’ language proficiency 



Thank You!

• So…let’s get on to workshopping! 


