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PRE-FLIGHT é 

ÅHuman Factors  

ÅSpecific Domain 

ÅEnglish lesson ÅContext 

ÅInfluence 

ÅCalibration 

 



o ATC / AOU Trainer (UK) 

o Aviation English Trainer/Tester (CH) 

o ICAEA Board Member 

o IATEFL TEASIG Coord  

o MA Applied Linguistics 

o MA Contemporary French Studies  

THE LOAD SHEETé 



FLIGHT PLAN ROUTE 

ÅAeronautical communication 

ÅDomains 

ÅContext 

ÅFactors 

ÅLearning  

ÅMethodology 

 



REAL WORLD SPECIFIC LANGUAGE 

ñThe second language learner must have the opportunity to take 

part in genuine communicative needs in realistic second 

language situationséò (Canale & Swain 1980) 

 

A key feature of ... ESP ... is that the content é oriented to the 

specific needs of the learners éappropriate to the specific 

activities the learners need to carry out in English. (Paltridge & 

Starfield, 2013) 

 

ñRadiotelephony communication takes place between pilots and 

air traffic controllers, with standard phraseology at the core, and 

operational exchanges in plain English when phraseology is 

inadequateò (Alderson, 2009) 

 

 



LP IN AERONAUTICAL COMMUNICATIONS 

ÅPlain language proficiency is a 

fundamental component of 

radiotelephony communicationsȣ  

Åa unique kind of communicative event.  

Åneed for training to provide voice-only 

settings to exercise language 

proficiency. 

Ålanguage in an operational aviation 

context in voice-only communications. 

 



LP IN AERONAUTICAL COMMUNICATIONS 



OPERATIONAL DOMAINS 



VARYING FACTORS 



ADDITIONAL FACTORS 



ʉErʐ1metre 55, & 
Iʇm on a chair 
behind a brick 
wallʐʊ 

ʉLowCost 789 
Approach say your 
position & heightʊ 

BUT ITõS ONLY LANGUAGE ... 



LETõS STOP AND THINK FOR A MOMENTé 

òEven if youʇre talking to yourself you are 
constructing a context in your mindó Barry 

oõSullivan 

 

ÅCommunication must be effective 

ÅBoth parties need to communicate 

 



Communicative? 

What communication? 

What is the Point? 
 



Context 

Communication 

Language 

Learning 

LEARNING 

CYCLE 



CONTEXT & COMMUNICATION 

Worksheet ɀ activity 1 page 1 

 

�‹ 4 people per table (2 pairs ɀ ideally each person in pair, from 
different  background eg: ELE/SME). 

 

1 contextual situation per pair: 

Task 1 in pairs ɀ brainstorm from sheet 

Task 2 in your group ɀ share & discuss 

 
ONE COMPLETED WORKSHEET PER GROUP ɀ PLEASE!!!  

With the neatest handwriting...  


