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Criterion 3:
Test instruments need to contain test tasks dedicated to assessing 

listening comprehension, separately from tasks designed to assess 

speaking performance. 

INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ENGLISH ASSOCIATION
supporting the use of English for aviation safety



1. What are examples of things people do that require good 
comprehension skills?

2. What are the smaller sub-skills that influence our listening 
comprehension ability?



2. What are the smaller sub-skills that influence our listening 
comprehension ability?

• Memory

• Attention 

• Vocabulary knowledge

• Subject knowledge

• Grammatical knowledge

• Inferencing skills

• Discourse monitoring



3. What kinds of things do pilots and ATCOs need to be able to do 
that need comprehension skills? 



3. What kinds of things do pilots and ATCOs need to be able to do 
that need comprehension skills? 

 Recognise words and numbers
 Understand meaning within short sentences (transmissions). 
 Understanding main ideas (across extended texts)
 Recognising specific pieces of information from the ATC/PILOT perspective.
 Extract specific meaning from short/longer texts.
 Recognising underlying/indirect meaning (politeness, formality, sarcasm, anger, satisfaction etc).
 Be able to respond appropriately (interactive component)
 Extract meaning at regular speeds of speaking delivery
 Understand different accents
 Make inferences
 Deduce information
 Using language knowledge to predict or piece together meaning (e.g when radio quality is poor)
 Link pieces of information to draw conclusions across an extended text



4. Why is it important for LPR test instruments to contain test tasks 
dedicated to assessing listening comprehension, separate from 
tasks designed to assess speaking performance?



5. How do the LPR tests that you are familiar with assess listening 
comprehension?



Activity 3.1

Example: Cessna 29
When you hear: "Cessna 29, hold at next intersection."
You say: "Hold at next intersection, Cessna 29." OR "Holding at next intersection, Cessna 29.“

1. Sky Bright 315 
2. Rainbow 395
3. Noble 405
4. Orange 295

INFORMATION: You will hear several spoken radiotelephony messages. Say an appropriate 

readback after each one. For each instance, you will see a call sign for your information. Use this 

call sign to say an appropriate readback.

TASK: You are the pilot. Follow the prompts on the screen and communicate with ATC as you 

would in real-life.



Activity 3.1

1. What skills does a test taker need to have to be able to do this task?

2. Does this type of task require comprehension skills?

3. Could this type of task be used to assess comprehension skills? Why/why not?

4. What are the limitations of this task in assessing comprehension skills?



Activity 3.1

• Repeating something we hear does not mean we have good 

comprehension skills. 



Activity 3.2
Is this task suitable for assessing comprehension?

INFORMATION: You will hear an exchange between a pilot and a controller involving a non-routine 

situation. You will only hear the recording once. Try to remember as much as you can. 

TASK: Tell the examiner as much as you can about what happened, including details about what 

the situation was before, during and after the non-routine event. Try to report the details accurately. 



Activity 3.2

1. What language knowledge and skills does a test taker use to perform on this 
task?

2. What skills does this task assess?

3. What are the problems in assessing how a test taker responds in this type of 
task?

Is this task suitable for assessing comprehension?



bbb

Activity 3.3
Is this task (by itself) suitable for assessing comprehension?

Interlocutor script

Interview Part 3: In this part of the interview I will ask you about 

some more general issues in aviation. You can give your opinions 

and ideas. 

1. What are the advantages and disadvantages of simulator 

training compared to other forms of training?

2. Do you think the amount of time spent in the simulator should 

be increased? (Why/why not?). In your opinion is regular 

simulator training essential?

3. What suggestions do you have to improve simulator training?

4. What kinds of skills can you learn in the simulator and how do 

these help you become a better pilot?

5. Do you agree that CRM training can be incorporated into 

simulator training sessions? Explain



Activity 3.3

1. What language knowledge and skills does a test taker use to perform in an oral 
proficiency interview test task?

2. What is the difference between assessing speaking skills and listening 
comprehension skills? Which skill is observable based on how the test taker 
performs?

3. What are the problems in assessing how at test taker responds during an 
interview test task,  as the only evidence of comprehension skills?

Is this task (by itself) suitable for assessing comprehension?



Processing meaning: comprehension

treetree


tree 



Enquiry

Do you like 

Japanese 

food?

?
Question



Processing meaning: comprehension

?



Processing meaning: comprehension



Response

Yes I do. 



Enquiry

How long have 

you been a 

pilot?

?
Question



Processing meaning: comprehension

?



Processing meaning: comprehension



Response

I’ve been 

flying for 

5 years



Enquiry

Can you explain 

whether you 

prefer flying 

turboprop or jet 

aircraft?

?
Question



Processing meaning: comprehension

?



Processing meaning: comprehension


Response

!!!!!!!

…… ah. 



Enquiry

Can you explain 

whether you 

prefer flying 

turboprop or jet 

aircraft?

?
Question



Processing meaning: comprehension

?



Processing meaning: comprehension

Response

!!!!!!!

…… ah. 





Activity 3.4
Is this role-play task (by itself) suitable for assessing comprehension of ATC test takers?



Activity 3.4

1. What language knowledge and skills does a test taker use to perform in a role 
play task?

2. What is the difference between assessing speaking skills and listening 
comprehension skills? Which skill is observable based on how the test taker 
performs?

3. Is there any evidence of a test taker’s comprehension skills based on their 
performance in a role play task?

4. Can this evidence be used for assessment?

5. What are the problems in assessing how test takers respond during a role play 
test task as the only evidence of comprehension skills?

Is this role-play task (by itself) suitable for assessing comprehension of ATC test takers?



Discussion

1. What are some different types of listening test tasks?

2. Which tasks would be most useful in LPR tests?



1. What are some different types of listening test tasks?
2. Which tasks would be most useful in LPR tests?

• True/false questions.
• Multiple choice questions. 
• Listen to a recording and then answer examiner questions. 
• Write down missing words  to complete a text while listening to a recording. 
• Write short answers to written or spoken questions.  
• Sentence completion. 
• Listen to a recording and then fill in a table. 
• Listen to a recording and add information to a table. 
• Summarise information in a recording – spoken or written. 



Activity 3.5
Is this type of task suitable for assessing comprehension?

TASK: Listen to a short recording between a pilot and ATC. Add the missing words to complete the 

text according to what you hear. Each missing word is worth one mark. 



Activity 3.6

TASK: Listen to a short recording and for each item decide if the statement is true or false.

Is this type of task suitable for assessing comprehension?



Activity 3.7
Is this type of task suitable for assessing comprehension?

TASK: Listen to a short recording and choose the best option to complete each statement.



Activity 3.8
Is this type of task suitable for assessing comprehension?

TASK: Listen to a short recording and take notes in the right column.



Activity 3.9
Is this type of task suitable for assessing comprehension?

TASK: Listen to a short recording and answer the questions by writing short sentences.



Activity 3.10
Is this type of task suitable for assessing comprehension?

TASK: Listen to a short recording. The examiner will then ask you some questions. 

Interlocutor script

• First of all, what part of flight was the aircraft in? Who were 

they communicating with?

1. What problem did the pilots have? 

2. What did the pilots suggest that ATC could do to help find 

out more about their landing gear problem?

3. What did ATC report about the status of the landing gear?

4. What did the pilot decide they’d need after landing? 



Activity 3.11

TASK: Listen to a short recording and choose best option to complete each statement.

Is this type of task suitable for assessing comprehension?



Discussion

1. What are some different types of content used in LPR listening tasks?

2. Which content would be most useful in LPR tests?



Tasks for LPR tests

1. What are some different types of listening test tasks?
2. Which tasks would be most useful in LPR tests?

 True/false questions.
o Multiple choice questions. 
 Listen to a recording and answer examiner questions. 
o Write down missing words  to complete a text while listening to a recording. 
 Write short answers to written or audible questions.  
o Write words to complete summary sentences. 
o Listen to a recording and then fill in a table. 
 Listen to a recording and add information to a table. 
o Summarise information in a recording – spoken or written. 



Content for LPR tests

Which content would be most useful in LPR tests?

o Monologues (media news clips).

 Pilot-ATC radio recordings.

 Work-based conversations (e.g. controller and supervisor). 

 Spoken text of a written incident report. 

o Isolated pilot or ATC transmissions.

o Podcasts.

 Constructed texts (e.g. a narrative)



Criterion 3: Checklist

 Does the test instrument contain test tasks which are designed to assess only 
listening comprehension skills and not speaking skills?

 Is there a sufficient quantity of listening test tasks in the test?

 Is a variety of recordings included as input in the listening part of the test?

 Is a variety of task types used to assess comprehension skills?

 Are listening tasks included which assess comprehension skills in radiotelephony 
contexts?


