
ICAEA Test Design Guidelines

Session 8

Criterion 4:
Test instruments need to comprise distinct sections with a range of 

appropriate test task types. 

INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ENGLISH ASSOCIATION
supporting the use of English for aviation safety



1. Test instruments need to comprise distinct sections with a range
of appropriate test task types. What does this mean?



2. What would a test instrument look like that doesn’t comprise  
distinct sections with a range of appropriate test task types?



3. What is the problem if a test instrument doesn’t comprise               
distinct sections with a range of appropriate test task types?



3. What is the problem if a test instrument doesn’t comprise               
distinct sections with a range of appropriate test task types?

How does this criterion relate to:

a) fairness?

b) validity?



Activity 4.1
Would a listening test that comprises this format be suitable as an LPR test?

Listening test

Input Task type

Part 1
5 min radiotelephony 

recording (routine 

situations)

10 multiple choice items 

(sentence complete) 

Part 2 5 min radiotelephony 

recording (non-routine 

situations)

10 multiple choice items 

(sentence complete) 

Part 3 5 min radiotelephony 

recording (non-routine 

situations)

10 multiple choice items 

(sentence complete) 



Activity 4.1
Is this type of task suitable for assessing comprehension?

Part 1: Listen to a short recording and choose best option to complete each statement.



Activity 4.1
Would a listening test that comprises this format be suitable as an LPR test?

Part 2: Listen to a short recording and choose best option to complete each statement.



Activity 4.1

Discussion

1. Does the recording represent the domain effectively?

2. Would a test that comprises this format in all parts of the listening test be 
suitable as an LPR test?

Would a listening test that comprises this format be suitable as an LPR test?
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Activity 4.2
Would a speaking test that comprises this format be suitable as an LPR test?

Speaking test

Input Task type

Part 1 5 general 

questions asked 

by an interlocutor

Listen to each 

question and 

respond. 

Part 2 15 work-related 

questions asked 

by an interlocutor

Listen to each 

question and 

respond. 



Activity 4.2
Would a speaking test that comprises this format be suitable as an LPR test?



Activity 4.2

Discussion

1. What type of speech does the test taker produce when they do this task?

2. What type of language does this speaking test assess?

3. Does the task produce a sufficient sample of the test takers’ ability to 
communicate across the language domain?

4. Look back at the ICAO LPR Test– skills and knowledge assessed, on page 42. 
What skills and knowledge does this task assess?

5. Would this be effective as a complete speaking test?

Would a speaking test that comprises this format be suitable as an LPR test?
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Criterion 4: Checklist

 Does each part of both the speaking and listening test comprise a number of 
different sections/parts that assess a range of language and communication 
skills?

 Does each part of the test use different types of content (e.g. radiotelephony 
communication in routine situations, non-routine situations, plain English in 
work-related aviation contexts, etc)?

 Are appropriate task types used throughout the test (e.g. not just multiple 
choice questions in the listening test)? 

 Does each part of the speaking test use different task types to assess different 
skills in different contexts (e.g. role-plays in radiotelephony communications, 
plain English in work-related aviation contexts, etc)?


